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SAFETY’S APPEAL

One of our most basic human tendencies 
is a desire to be secure. Psychologists have 
said that typical individuals have certain 
longings that can reasonably be said to be 
safety related. These longings are:

• Longing to not be physically hurt.

• Longing to avoid personal loss.

• Longing to be rewarded.

• Longing for leadership.

• Longing to excel.

• Longing to avoid injuring others.

• Longing to make a favorable impression.

• Longing to avoid punishment. 
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You can easily see that all of these long-
ings are safety related, too. Let’s consider 
two of the simpler ones, the longing to not 
be physically hurt and the longing to avoid 
personal loss.

Everybody wants to avoid physical hurt 
and personal loss. To accomplish this at 
work, we must not merely pay lip-service 
to safety but must make safety one of our 
highest concerns. 

Never take safety for granted. Always re-
main alert. When you become complacent 
you are an accident waiting to happen. If 
you simply assume that safety is someone 
else’s responsibility, then you are taking 
safety for granted. 
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Don’t rush. Don’t gamble on an accident 
not happening this time. Taking shortcuts 
and failing to use approved safety devices 
or gear are both swift ways to invite an ac-
cident to happen. 

Develop excellent work habits and avoid 
acting in an unsafe manner. Every single 
activity at work can be done safely. If you 
aren’t sure how it can be done safely, ask 
your supervisor for advice. 

Accidents can happen anywhere and at any 
time. Accidents don’t have a favorite person 
unless it is one who actively courts hazards 
by acting in an unsafe manner. Plan ahead 
so you aren’t caught unaware.

Character traits such as selflessness, ambi-
tion, pride, compassion, responsibility, loy-
alty, imagination, and patriotism all help 
us to be more conscious of safety matters. 
Taking pride in our work and wanting to 
move up in the world are admirable traits 
which naturally require a desire to be safe.

The safety program requires the effort of 
every single person on the job. Do your 
part to keep yourself and other safe. Be on 
the watch for hazards and then be sure that 
they are reported. Being safe helps fulfill 
your longing to avoid physical injury and 
personal loss.
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